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MINUTES OF THE TORWORTH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD: 
SCROOBY VILLAGE HALL  - Monday May 18th, 2026 at 7.30pm. 

 
 
PRESENT 
Chair:  C. Willis  
Vice-Chair: J Helliwell  
Councillors: R. Willis, D Lacey 
District Councillor: A McCallum  
Members of the public: 2 
 
1. Chairman’s Annual Report 
The Chairman presented the following report, which was received and noted: 
 
As Chair of Torworth Parish Council, I am pleased to present this Annual Report for 2025-2026, reflecting 
on another year of service to our village community.  Over the past year, the Parish Council has 
continued to work diligently on behalf of residents, striving to maintain and improve local amenities, 
represent community interests and address the issues that matter most to those who live and work in 
Torworth.  
 
This year has brought both progress and ongoing challenges. While we have continued to support village 
maintenance, environmental stewardship and local governance, persistent concerns remain regarding 
littering and fly-tipping along our roads and surrounding rural areas. These problems not only damage 
the appearance of our parish, but also negatively impact local wildlife, road safety and community pride.  
 
The Parish Council regularly receives concerns from residents regarding rubbish accumulation along 
verges, discarded waste and repeated fly-tipping incidents. While we advocate for cleaner roads and 
support volunteer clean-up efforts where possible, it is important to emphasize that the Parish Council 
has very limited statutory power to directly manage or enforce against these issues.  
 
Responsibility for waste enforcement, clean-up operations and fly-tipping prosecution primarily reside 
with Bassetlaw District Council, alongside relevant highways and environmental authorities. This division 
of responsibility can often lead to understandable frustration among residents, as the Parish Council is 
frequently seen as the first point of contact despite lacking the legal authority or resources to resolve 
these matters independently.  
 
For the upcoming year, we will continue to:  
• Report incidents promptly to the appropriate authorities 
• Press for more effective responses from Bassetlaw District Council  
• Continue to have our village warden litter pick the area each month 
• Support local efforts to clean-up our roads safely 
• Encourage resident vigilance and reporting 
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However, meaningful long-term progress will require stronger enforcement and greater resource 
allocation at district level.  
 
Despite these limitations, the Parish Council has continued to make positive contributions throughout 
the year, including:  
• Ongoing maintenance and oversight of village green spaces, play areas and public assets 
• Management of parish finances with care and responsibility 
• Continued review of planning matters affecting the village and surrounding landscape  
• Work towards preserving Torworth’s rural character while responding to regional development 
pressures 
 
The Council has also navigated another year of high councillor vacancies. Maintaining strong local 
representation remains essential, and I would encourage residents with an interest in serving the 
community to consider involvement in parish governance.  
 
As we move forward into the coming year, Torworth Parish Council remains committed to advocating 
for our residents, improving village life and working collaboratively with district and county authorities. 
Alongside ongoing environmental concerns, strategic planning matters are also likely to play an 
increasingly significant role in the parish’s future: the proposed solar panel development in the wider 
area is expected to be a major issue moving forward.  
 
This large-scale proposal has raised understandable questions regarding its potential impact on the 
surrounding agricultural landscape, infrastructure and long-term community identity. Although 
renewable energy forms an important part of wider national policy, it is essential that local voices are 
properly represented and that any major development is subject to careful scrutiny.  
 
The Parish Council will continue to engage fully with all relevant consultations, represent resident 
concerns and work to ensure that Torworth’s interests remain central throughout the planning process. 
Addressing both immediate community challenges and longer-term strategic developments will remain 
key priorities as we work to safeguard the future character and wellbeing of our parish.  
 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to my fellow Parish Councillors for their dedication and service, 
our Parish Clerk for continued administrative support, local volunteers and residents who contribute to 
village life and to our community partners and external authorities working with us. Together, we 
continue to strive for a cleaner, safer and stronger Torworth.  
 

 
  
Dr. Christina Willis 
Chair Torworth Parish Council 
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2. Ranskill & Torworth Joint Burial Committee Report 
The year opened with cash reserves of £5,238 and closed with £6,755. 
 
There was a higher level of activity in the year with 8 burials and internments of ashes, resulting in an 
income of £1,125 over budget. VAT recovery from the previous year of £575, interest of £51 and the 
usual contributions from the PCs of £210.00 TPC and £490.00 RPC bringing total income to £4,952. 
 
Expenditure was only £81 under budget at £3,012. 
 
This resulted in a net cash gain of £1,517. 
 
During the year a memorial safety inspection was commissioned at a cost of £785. There were 187 
memorials tested, of which 25 are risk category 1, 28 risk category 2 and the remainder considered safe. 
 
The committee is also in touch with the Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham to ask for a further 
consecration ceremony. 
 
3. Torworth, Ranskill and Scrooby Allotment Association Report 
Our current finances stand at £890. We have had spending of £542 over the last financial year, including 
landlord rent, allotment lawnmower service, fencing off wildlife area and employment of a pest control 
company due to increased rat sightings. 
 
We have 2 new allotment holders and one allotment which is not being cultivated. We will be issuing a 
28 day notice as this plot holder has also not paid this year’s rent. 
 
Our Health and Safety Risk Assessment has been fully updated as have Allotment Rules to include 
children on site. 
 
We look forward to a productive gardening year in 2026. 
 
4. Open Forum 
Discussion took place regarding fly-tipping, littering, rural crime, solar farm proposals, local government 
reorganisation and councillor recruitment. 
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Torworth Parish Council 

Held at Scrooby Village Hall on Monday 18 May 2026 
PRESENT 
Chair:  C. Willis  
Vice-Chair: J Helliwell  
Councillors: R. Willis, D Lacey 
District Councillor: A McCallum  
Members of the public: 2 
 
01/APCM/0526 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
The Chair welcomed all present. Apologies were received from County Councillor M. Robertson. 
 
02/APCM/0526 MATTERS ARISING 
There were no matters arising from the previous Annual Meeting. 
 
03/APCM/0526 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Motion: To elect the Chairman for 2026/27. 
RESOLVED: That Cllr Christina Willis be elected Chairman of Torworth Parish Council for the 2026/27 
municipal year. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, Paragraph 11. 
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed. 
 
04/APCM/0526 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Motion: To elect the Vice-Chairman for 2026/27. 
RESOLVED: That Cllr James Helliwell be elected Vice-Chairman. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, Paragraph 12. 
 
05/APCM/0526 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RESOLVED: Joint Burial Board – Cllr J. Helliwell/ R Willis;  
Health and Safety – Cllr C. Willis;  
Snow Warden – Cllr J. Helliwell;  
Tree Warden & Footpath Warden – Shared responsibility;  
Central Bassetlaw Forum – Cllr J. Helliwell. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.101. 
 
06/APCM/0526 RE-ADOPTION OF POLICIES AND STANDING ORDERS 
RESOLVED: That all existing policies and Standing Orders be re-adopted without amendment. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972. 
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07/APCM/0526 DATE OF MEETINGS FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 
RESOLVED: That ordinary meetings continue to be held every two months at Scrooby Village Hall. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, Paragraph 10. 
 
Meeting closed. 
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 MINUTES OF THE TORWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT SCROOBY VILLAGE HALL 

Monday May 18th, 2026 at 7.30pm. 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
Chair:  C. Willis  
Vice-Chair: J Helliwell  
Councillors: R. Willis, D Lacey 
District Councillor: A McCallum  
Members of the public: 2 
 
 
OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
2 members of the public attended the meeting to gain a greater understanding of the role of the Parish 
Council and the current issues affecting the parish. 
 
01/0526 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed all present. 
 
Apologies: County Councillor M. Robertson. 
 
02/0526 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS 
Motion: To consider any applications received for co-option onto the Parish Council. 
 
No applications had been received. 
 
RESOLVED: That the current vacancy remains open. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.89. 
 
03/0526 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No declarations of interest were received. 
 
04/0526 CRIME REPORT 
Motion: To receive and note the latest Police.uk crime statistics. 
 
Members noted that no crimes had been reported within the parish during March and April 2026. 
 
RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.101. 
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05/0526 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR UPDATES 
Motion: To receive updates from District and County Councillors. 
 
District Councillor McCallum apologised for his recent absence from meetings and advised members 
that grant funding remained available through both District and County Councillor community grant 
schemes. 
 
Members discussed opportunities to secure funding towards future planting projects within the parish 
and the possible involvement of local Scout groups in community planting initiatives. 
 
No report was received from County Councillor Robertson. 
 
RESOLVED: That the updates be received and noted. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.101. 
 
06/0526 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
Motion: To review, approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
Members reviewed the minutes previously circulated. 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the previous meeting be approved and signed by the Chair as a true and 
accurate record. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, Paragraph 41. 
 
07/0526 COUNCILLOR RAISED ITEMS, MATTERS ARISING DURING THE MONTH AND ONGOING 
MATTERS 
Motion: To receive updates on ongoing matters and consider any issues raised by members. 
 
Members noted: 
The Lawn mower battery remained operational. 
The previously reported pavement defect on North Road had been repaired. 
No further matters requiring determination were raised. 
 
RESOLVED: That the updates be received and noted. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.101. 
 
08/0526 FINANCE 
a) Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
Motion: To review and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return documentation for 
the year ended 31 March 2026. 
 
Members reviewed the Internal Audit Report and AGAR documentation. 
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RESOLVED: That the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements be approved and signed 
by the Chair and Responsible Financial Officer. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 
 
b) Bank Reconciliation, Payments and Receipts 
Motion 
 
To review and approve the Bank Reconciliation, payments and receipts for the period. 
 
Members reviewed the financial information presented. 
 
Payments Approved: 
Administration – £46.18 
Petrol – £56.27 
Website – £11.99 
Energy – £136.71 
Email Services – £11.99 
Health & Safety Medical Supplies – £13.55 
ICO Registration – £47.00 
 
Receipts: 
Cashback – £0.40 
Precept – £9,190.00 
 
RESOLVED: That the Bank Reconciliation, payments and receipts be approved. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.151. 
 
09/0526 AMENITIES AND FACILITIES 
Motion: To receive updates relating to parish amenities and facilities. 
 
Members noted that the annual playground inspection had been completed during September 2025 and 
that no significant issues had been identified. 
 
Discussion took place regarding future tree inspections following the decision of the Council's previous 
contractor to cease undertaking such inspections. 
 
Members considered obtaining quotations from independent arboricultural consultants and noted the 
positive feedback received regarding the contractor recently appointed by the Joint Burial Committee. 
 
RESOLVED: That details of the contractor used by the Joint Burial Committee be obtained and 
considered for future tree inspections. 
Vote: All in favour. 
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Legal Power: Occupiers' Liability Act 1957 and Local Government Act 1972, s.111. 
 
10/0526 PLANNING ISSUES DECLARED BEFORE OR AT THE MEETING 
Motion: To receive planning applications and planning decisions. 
No planning applications or decisions had been received for consideration. 
 
RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
 
11/0526 CORRESPONDENCE 
Motion: To receive and consider correspondence received since the previous meeting. 
 
Members noted: 
NALC newsletters. 
Further correspondence from a resident regarding littering on Baulk Lane and Blyth Road. 
 
RESOLVED: That the correspondence be received and noted. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.101. 
 
12/0526 UPDATES FROM OTHER COMMITTEES AND FORUMS 
Motion: To receive updates from committees and forums. 
 
Members received an update regarding the Joint Burial Committee and ongoing discussions with the 
Diocese concerning the consecration of additional cemetery land. 
 
RESOLVED: That the update be received and noted. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.101. 
 
13/0526 INFORMATION TO BE FORWARDED TO THE NEXT MEETING 
Motion: To identify matters for inclusion on a future agenda. 
 
Members requested that the following items be included at the next meeting: 
 
Allotment Association request regarding tenancy enforcement. 
STAR Newsletter donation request. 
Community planting scheme funding opportunities. 
Tree inspection arrangements. 
 
RESOLVED: That the above items be included on a future agenda where appropriate. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.101. 
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14/0526 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Motion: To note the date of the next meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: That the next meeting of Torworth Parish Council be held on Monday 6 July 2026 at 7.30pm 
at Scrooby Village Hall. 
Vote: All in favour. 
Legal Power: Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12. 
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