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AGENDA FOR THE TORWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY  17TH MARCH, 2025 VENUE SCROOBY VILLAGE HALL 7.30PM
Open Forum for members of the public to attend.

1. Members of the public open forum

2. Welcome & Apologies

3. Declaration of Interest

4. Crime Report
· x2 Crimes reported for December of Violence, on 1x Underwood Avenue and 1x Huntsman Place.

5. County and District Councillor Reports
- County Councillor and District Councillor to provide update

6. Minutes of the previous meeting:
- A review of the previous minutes
- To be agreed & signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairperson.

7. Councillor raised Items, matters arising during the month and ongoing matters:
· To determine whether to provide funding to the STAR Newsletter of £350. Power: the Local Government Act 1972, s.142 (supporting the provision of information to the public)
· To determine whether to provide funding to the Scouts group for the works required to the minibus, and if agreed to determine a budget. Power: None – use Local Government Act 1972, s.137
· To agree for the clerk to progress with the update of land registry titles and deeds. Power: Public Health Act 1875, s.164 Local Government Act 1972 s14 ss27; Public Health Acts Amendments Acts 1890 s44; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9 & 10; Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19; Commons Act 1899.
· To determine whether to hold a VE Day event to celebrate the 80th anniversary and to set a budget. Power: Local Government Act 1972, s.145
· Any matters requiring raising – non decision making.

8. Finance
-  to review and approve the Bank Reconciliation for the period, and any payments.

Payments for approval, including Debit card transactions: 
Yu Energy 						-£36.80 
 Website 							-£13.99 
 Warden & Lengthmans duties 				-£120.00 
 Clerical & Administration 					-£68.21 
 Scrooby Village Hall Hire 					-£24.00

9. Amenities and Facilities
· Any updates.

10. Planning Issues declared before or at the meeting and outcomes of previous applications.
· To consider any response to the proposed bus shelter improvements consultation.
· Any received.

11. Correspondence
· Letter from Ranskill and Torworth Village Festival Committee requesting support from the Torworth Playing Field committee
· Any other received

12. Updates from Other Committees and Forums

13. Information to forwarded to the next meeting 

14. Date of the next meeting: 6th May 2025 at 7.30pm – Ordinary Parish Council Meeting, APM & APC

All members of the public are welcome to attend.
For all queries please contact:  parishcouncil@torworth.org.uk or a member of the Parish Council direct.


Supporting Paper: Recommendations to the Parish Council

Motion: To determine whether to provide funding to the Scouts group for the works required to their minibus.

Background:
The local Scouts group provides valuable opportunities for young people to engage in outdoor activities, develop life skills, and foster teamwork. The minibus is essential for transporting members to events, camps, and community projects.

Supporting the Scouts group would align with the Parish Council’s broader aim of supporting youth and community development.
Financial assistance for repairs or maintenance could enable the group to continue providing transport for activities.

Recommendation:
Decide whether the Parish Council will:
Provide a full or partial contribution towards the costs.

Confirm that the Parish Council has the legal power to provide this funding.
[bookmark: _Hlk192593050]Funding may be provided under the Local Government Act 1972, s.137 (if the expenditure is considered to benefit the community).
Establish Conditions of Funding (if approved)

Require the Scouts to provide:
Confirmation that the minibus remains available for community-related activities.

Next Steps:
Approve or decline the request once full information is available.

By supporting the Scouts group, the Parish Council can strengthen youth engagement and enhance the group’s ability to participate in community and outdoor activities.

Motion: To determine whether to provide £350 in funding to the STAR Newsletter.

Background:
The STAR Newsletter serves as an important communication tool for the local community, providing updates on:
Parish Council matters and decisions.
Community events and activities.
Local news and public service announcements.
Financial support from the Parish Council would help ensure that the newsletter continues to reach residents and maintains its quality and regularity.

Recommendation:
Ensure the funding will directly benefit the community through improved communication.
[bookmark: _Hlk192593070]Confirm Financial Authority & Legal Basis: Funding may be provided under the Local Government Act 1972, s.142 (supporting the provision of information to the public).
Establish Conditions of Funding (if approved)

Ensure the Parish Council is acknowledged as a supporter in the newsletter.
Request that the Parish Council retains the right to include official updates and notices in the publication.

Approve as a one-off grant or consider ongoing support through the annual budget.

Next Steps:
Approve or decline the £350 funding request.
If approved, confirm the payment process and any reporting requirements.
Agree on how the Parish Council’s support will be acknowledged in the newsletter.
By supporting the STAR Newsletter, the Parish Council can strengthen community engagement and ensure that residents stay informed about local issues and events.




Motion: To agree for the clerk to progress with the update of land registry titles and deeds.

Background:
Ensuring that the Parish Council’s land registry records and deeds are accurate and up to date is essential for:

Protecting legal ownership of parish assets.
Clarifying boundaries and rights of way.
Facilitating future maintenance and development projects.
Ensuring compliance with legal requirements for public land ownership.
The clerk’s involvement will enable the Parish Council to maintain clear and accurate records, which can help prevent disputes and support future planning.

Recommendation:
Authorise the Clerk to Act on Behalf of the Council

Grant the clerk the authority to liaise with:
The Land Registry to update titles and deeds.
Legal advisors (if necessary) to resolve any discrepancies.
Review the Current Status of Records

Identify which land titles and deeds require updating.
Check for any missing or incomplete documents.
Ensure Accuracy & Transparency

Confirm that updated records reflect the correct:
Ownership details (e.g., Parish Council as the legal owner).
Boundaries and usage rights.
Any existing covenants or restrictions.
Set a Reporting Framework

Ensure any issues or legal challenges are promptly reported.

Next Steps:
Approve the resolution to authorize the clerk to proceed.
Set a target date for completion of the updates.
Confirm that the updated titles and deeds are properly filed and accessible.

By taking these steps, the Parish Council can protect its assets and ensure that all land ownership records are accurate, legally compliant, and easily accessible for future reference.

Motion: To determine whether to hold a VE Day event to celebrate the 80th anniversary and to set a budget for the event.

Background:
The 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day is a significant national and local historical occasion. Holding an event would:
Commemorate those who served and sacrificed during WWII.
Bring the community together in a shared act of remembrance and celebration.
Encourage intergenerational engagement by involving schools, veterans, and community groups.
A well-organized event would reflect positively on the Parish Council and create a lasting memory for the community.

Recommendation:
Determine the Type and Scope of the Event
Consider options such as:
Church service and wreath-laying ceremony.
community gathering with music and refreshments.
Military re-enactments, history displays, and themed decorations.
Children’s activities and educational elements (e.g., local wartime history).
Decide whether the event should be free or ticketed.
Set a Realistic Budget

Typical costs may include:
Entertainment (e.g., live music, DJ).
Decorations (e.g., bunting, flags).
Refreshments (tea, cake, snacks).
Insurance and licensing (if required).
Recommend setting a budget 

Assign a lead councillor and confirm responsibilities.
Engage with local groups (e.g., Scouts, WI, veterans’ groups) for support.
Confirm the event date (The event being the 8th May 2025).

Next Steps:
Approve or decline holding a VE Day 80th Anniversary event.
If approved, set a budget cap.
Finalise the event plan and budget at a future Parish Council meeting.

By taking these steps, the Parish Council can organize a meaningful and inclusive celebration that honours the legacy of VE Day while fostering community spirit.





Outstanding Actions:
· Portaloo repairs - £500 budget
· Installation of Football posts - £100
· Village sign installation on to existing highway signs. Requires sign measurements and locations, for highway approval. 
· Repositioning of the sign on the Beacon.
· Clerk to order a tree survey at the park.
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